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The U.S. Constitution is the blueprint 
for the American system of government. 
Ratifi ed in 1788, the Constitution defi nes 
three separate branches of government 
(legislative, executive, and judicial), their 
powers, and how positions in each are to 
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ber. A House-passed bill may be placed 
directly on the Senate Calendar, bypass-
ing the subcommittee and committee 
reviews. Usually, however, the subcom-
mittees and committees in both bodies 
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Presidential Succession

The Department of Homeland Security is the nation’s newest cabinet-level depart-
ment. The date of creation is important because the presidency passes to the Vice 
President in case of death or incapacitation of the President. If the Vice President is 
unable to serve, the  line of succession is as follows:

  • Speaker of the House;

  • President Pro Tem of the Senate;

  •  Department secretaries, generally in the order the departments were 
created, beginning with the Secretary of State. 

empowered by Congress to make and 
enforce rules governing specifi c parts of 
the economy often dealing with complex 
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publricpolriy issues, thereby educlatng the 0
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These organizations are particu-
larly vocal on federal transportation, tax, 
environmental, education, and social 
policy. Federal policymakers often turn 
to state and local governments for advice 
on how best to structure and implement 
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Appellate: A court that hears cases ap-
pealed from lower courts. Some courts 
have both original jurisdiction (that is, 
cases may be tried fi rst in the court) and 
appellate jurisdiction.
Bill
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Markup: An activity of committees and 
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